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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

L ast summer three young girls, fourth graders, perhaps, strode 
through the Athenaeum in a bubbly scrum of youthful exuber-
ance. I was the gallery docent that day and couldn’t help but no-
tice their approach through the fiction room. I assumed they were 

on their way to the Children’s Room to see Mrs. W, Adele West-Fisher, 
our Youth Services Librarian. At the threshold of the gallery two of the 
three carried on in stride and conversation. The third girl froze, apparent-
ly afraid to proceed into this adult sanctum. The first two, noticing their 
companion stock still in the door way, looked to her…then looked to 
me…and turned back to their friend and said loudly, c’mon in, we know 
that guy!   
 And they did, indeed, know me. We had painted pages and made 
books, and written stories, and assembled puzzles of the paintings several 
summers before in the gallery as part of the St. Johnsbury Rec Depart-
ment’s Kamp Iwannahavfun. They took their friend by the hand and 
brought her into the gallery. They talked about what they liked in the 
painting collection, sophisticated beyond anything I could imagine, and 
had a merry time.  
 Talk about mission accomplished, at least in one small way. The girls 
didn’t necessarily know or care that I was the Director. I was just that guy 
who had provided a positive experience for them. As they grow up the 
gallery will always be a part of their lives. 
 This is what we intend to achieve for all visitors: to feel welcomed, 
responded to, and impressed. A few statistics speak to our successes. Last 
year nearly 25,000 people visited the Athenaeum. More than 42,000 
items circulated. We presented well over 100 free programs for adults, 
young adults, and children. We visited 14 daycares on a weekly basis 
to read stories and circulate books, and supplied five free-book stations 
around town to reinforce early literacy practices with mothers and fathers 
and their children.  
 People from St. Johnsbury and surrounding towns come for mystery 
novels and picture books, to use computers, to read the papers, to be 
impressed and challenged with free public lectures, to view the permanent 
collection and temporary exhibits, to see their friends. People from all 
over the world come to see the art collection and marvel at the building, 
and ask how it all came to be in this small town.  
 It came to be with the vision of the Fairbanks family, and the tradi-
tion of innovation and renewal practiced by staff and trustees through the 
years. The Athenaeum will be 145 years young this November. Please stop 
in for a visit.

Bob Joly
Athenaeum Director



 

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

T hanks to the many people who supported the Athenaeum with 
their time, money, and in-kind contributions during 2015. Most 
of our donors are local, but some live at great distance. Some of 
these were originally local, some attended the Academy at one 

time, and some merely visited the Athenaeum while passing through St. 
Johnsbury and were struck by its unique beauty. 
 We are very grateful to have Bob Joly, Athenaeum Director, as our 
partner, along with an outstanding staff. Our goals include preserving our 
heritage while also keeping current, and moving ever closer to sustainability. 
Our short term plans include improving library resources, continuing to 
produce engaging programs and exhibits, and increasing utilization of our 
space to serve the community. With help from volunteers, we are hoping to 
extend our Tuesday and Thursday hours.
 A large and immediate project is to have the Domes of Yosemite 
painting examined to determine what needs to be done to remove the sag at 
its upper left corner. The first step involved moving the enormous painting 
away from the wall so that conservators will be able to view the back of the 
painting to discover the cause of the sag. We are expecting this evaluation to 
cost approximately $20,000 and take about a month. Once the painting is 
stabilized, visitors to the gallery will also have the rare opportunity to view 
the painting’s back. The cost of restoring the painting will remain a mystery 
until we can figure out what needs to be done. We expect to write grants to 
cover a substantial part of the cost. 
 Even with generous community support, our budget remains very tight. 
Operational costs leave little funding for even routine maintenance. There 
are many projects on hold waiting for funding. The long term solution is 
to increase our endowment with bequests and major gifts. Scott Davis, 
our Development Officer, has been developing materials to encourage such 
donations.
 We also need donors who are interested in supporting our programs and 
funding projects to restore and improve our facilities. Some of my favorite  
projects include making the first floor balconies and winding staircases 
structurally safe and sound, making our historic books and photographs 
more accessible, and restoring many of the picture frames that need work. 
We would be happy to discuss these or other projects with anyone who is  
interested. We expect to apply for more grants in the future, but many 
grants require matching funds. 
 We hope to speak with our supporters starting in 2016 to find out your 
thoughts on everything from what genre of books you think we need more  
of, to what you see as the most important services to provide and the most 
urgent projects to pursue. Thank you for your interest in this amazing  
national treasure.

Elinor Levy
Chair



THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Ifirst drove to St. Johnsbury in February 2015 from New Haven, 
Connecticut on an overcast, unseasonably warm February afternoon. 
The instant I spotted the Athenaeum, the clouds parted and sunlight 
streamed across Main Street. I knew I had found my new home.

  One of my first acts as development officer here was to work with the 
staff and Board of Trustees to find out what regular patrons thought of the 
Athenaeum. I knew what I thought: a great place to work, a historic master-
piece, a haven for education and entertainment in a town seemingly pre-
served in the Victorian era. But what did the everyday library users, local art 
enthusiasts, and out-of-town tourists feel were the strengths and challenges 
faced by the Athenaeum? To find out, we conducted a patron survey online 
and through printed surveys distributed at the Athenaeum. More than 120 
people responded and gave us plenty to consider.
 The major issues identified were a strong desire for more new books, 
especially fiction; the need for faster, newer computers; longer hours open 
to the public; and a different use of space. We immediately went to work 
making improvements based on the survey.
 Brighter lighting was installed throughout the Athenaeum, especially in 
the Children’s Library, which immediately made the Athenaeum more wel-
coming. More new books were purchased and moved to the reading room 
in the front, so patrons see them as soon as they enter. Four new computers 
were installed, with more coming soon. Volunteers are being lined up so we 
can increase our hours open to the public. We moved furniture around to 
create more private reading areas. We’re looking into ways to create quiet 
spaces, as well as spaces where small groups can work quietly. 
 In December we hosted a presentation about these changes and others 
slated for the future. If you’d like to see an online presentation about this, 
visit our website at www.stjathenaeum.org.
 Already the changes have made a difference in the satisfaction level 
of our patrons, but we still have much we’d like to do. In order to help us 
with our changes and upgrades, please support us during our upcoming 
fund-raising drive during National Library Week beginning April 10. You 
will have the opportunity to direct your support where you’d like: buying 
new adult books, adding children’s materials, improving the technology, 
expanding our downloadable options, maintaining the art gallery, or just 
helping us pay the heating bills!
 I am thankful to be here at the Athenaeum, and look forward to work-
ing with you and the Northeast Kingdom community to continue improving 
and promoting this wonderful National Historic Landmark. 

Scott Davis
Director of Development



INCOME 

Annual Fund $ 61,303.00 13% 

Endowment  $ 125,000.00 27% 

Friends of the Athenaeum  $ 12,334.00 3% 

Fundraising Events  $ 25,591.00 5% 

Gallery/Gift Shop $ 7,227.00 2%

Grants/Program Support $ 18,266.00 4%

Library Services $ 13,584.00 3%

Major Donors $ 91,391.00 19%

Municipal Appropriations $ 115,000.00 24%

Total Income $ 469,696.00$

EXPENSE

Administrative $ 89,984.00 19%

Depreciation $ 75,000.00 16%

Development & Marketing $ 49,279.00 10%

Facilities $ 70,856.00 15%

Library Services $ 148,520.00 31%

Operations (Athenaeum/Friends) $ 30,313.00 6%

Programs $ 12,713.00 3%

Total Expense $ 476,665.00$

Net Operating Income $ (6,969.00)

Balance Sheet 2015

Cash $ 75,342.00

Pledge Receivables $ 28,303.00

Current Assets $ 9,764.00

Fixed Assets, net of depreciation $ 2,153,795.00

Beneficial Interest in Trust $ 1,587,244.00

Vermont Community Foundation $ 23,363.00

Unrestricted Investments $ 2,591,885.00

Permanently Restricted Investments $ 326,644.00 

(Income Only)

Total Assets $ 6,796,340.00

Liabilities $ 19,746.00

Equity $ 6,776,594.00

Total Liabilities and Equity $ 6,796,340.00

2015 INCOME AND EXPENSES
Unaudited Financial Statements
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ST. JOHNSBURY ATHENAEUM CONTRIBUTORS
Bold Denotes LEAD Society

Landmark Society ($1,000 and more)
Anonymous 9

Anonymous 6

Axelrod and Adler 5

Barbara Bristol 11

Arthur and Anne Brooks
Claire Gorham Cohen
Community National Bank 10

George Cunevalis Trust
Charles and Elizabeth Bucher Emerson, Jr. 10

Exxonmobil Foundation 10

Robert and Florence Fogelin 8

Friends of the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum 1, 3, 4, 5

William J. Graves
Charles Montgomery Gray
Lee P. Hackett 10

Werner and Sharon Heidemann
James and Lorraine Impey
Bob Joly 2, 6

Charles and Elinor Levy
Carol Lynch 10

Bill and Donna Marshall
Philip and Mary Lou Meyer 3

Ann R. Mills
Marilyn S. Moll
Robert Ouellette
Bruce and Dee Palmer
Passumpsic Savings Bank 1, 6

Bill and Kathryn Piper
Stephen Rodd and Pamela Machado
Albert and Susan Salt Trust 8

Sandra Seidel and Michael Cusumano 2

Peter and Jacqueline Sinclair
Jane and Prescott Stearns Trust 8

Gil and Cynthia Steil
Robert and Pat Swartz
Nat Tripp and Reeve Lindbergh 10

Tom and Hyon By Wales
White Market 10

Edward and Carol Zuccaro

First Edition Club (($500-999)
Peter and Paige Axtell Crosby
Dover Robinson Ford
Allan D. Gilmour
Rolf M. and Anne T. Kuhns
Rodney and Mary Ellen Reis 3

State of Vermont 5

Dan and Mary Swainbank
Drury L. and Ruth Vinton
Wesley and Paula Ward

Gold Leaf Club ($250-499)
Steve and Lisa Adler
Susan M. Aiken
Paul and Christine Bengtson
Eileen Boland and Don Bredes
Charles H. Byron
R. Scott Campbell and Mary Ready 6

David and Minty Conant 20

Denise Deschenes and David Sawtelle
Craig Dreisbach and Michelle Authier
Jan Eastman and John Marshall
Robert Ford and Alison Barkley
David and Jennifer Gile
Charles and Cathy Miles Grant
David and Karin Isles
Karjala Koponen 2

Lyndon Institute 3

Henry and Jean Marcy 22, 26

Deborah J. Martens

Don and Shara McCaffrey 2
John McClaughry
Jeff and Barbara Jewett Noyes
Optical Expressions 7

Jan Parsons
Bruce Ralston
Jerry and Judith Rankin
Frederick and Mary-Em Saar
Paul and Denise Scavitto 2

St. Johnsbury Rotary 4

Ken Stowe 27

Dale and Judy Wells
James and Catherine Wheeler
June Hamilton and Nathan Withington

Colophon Club ($100-249)
Jerry and Karen Aldredge
Allen Lumber Company
Robert C. Amos
James E. and Charise Baker
Jon and Diane Beck
Robert and Nicole Begin
Edward Behr, Jr. and Kimberly Behr
Kevin and Nicole Biggie
Gerard and Virginia Bittner
Lynn Bonfield and Karen R. Lewis
Don and Ruth Bostic
Janet Brooks Brandenburg
David and Nancy Brown
Charlie and Wynne Browne
Michael Buonanduci Jr. 12

Ken and Karen Buzzell
Anne Caldera
Maurice and Laurie Chaloux
Amarjit Chopra
Francis and Rosemary Collins
Tom and Cathy Conte
John G. Crane and David L. Chambers
John and Janice Cummings
Dave and Edna Curtin
Christy Czarnecki
Jackie Dadourian
Roger and Doris Damon
Louis and Maryann Daniele
Rodney and Barbara Daniels 22

Katharine Powell Daub
Jean Davis
Staige Davis 13

Sal and Caroline DeMaio
Jeanne Desrochers and John M. Miller
Candlin Dobbs and Todd Manley
Monique Duhaime
Echo Ledge Farm Inn
Nicholas C. Edsall
Charles and Lore Ferguson
Nicolas Finck
Bill and Monica Fingerhut
Stephen and Lana Fischer
Andrew and Clara Fisher
Merle and Patricia Fitzgerald 2

Mary and Emily Florio
Richard and Carmen Gagne
James and Susan Gallagher
Lou and Bev Gehlbach
John and Nancy Goodrich
Gordon F. and Patricia D. Gould
Deborah Greenman and Humphrey Morris
Mike and Mary Grizzard, M.D.
Thomas K. Handy 18

Jack and Ellen Hankins
Jacques Harlow



Jim and Sandra Hatch 28

Roland R. Heon
James and Tracey Herold
Charles and Lucy O. Hickey
Terry and Kathy Hoffer
Rob Hoppe and Kris Fitts-Hoppe
Joan D. Huguenin
Russ and Charlotte Hutchins
Timothy and Jenness B. Ide
Robert and Sandra Jacon 14

Richard C. and Mona Johnson
Cynthia L. Jones 17

Sam and Julie Kempton
Edmund Kennedy 2

Brad King 21

Guil and Jane Kitchel
Richard and Colleen Kozlowski
David and Judy Kurtz
Alan and Susan Langmaid 2

Law Office of James V. McFaul, P.C.
Charles and Salee Lawrence
Joe and Valerie Lemieux
Shannon Lenzini
Elizabeth and Gregory Liacos
Tom and Ann Lovett
Richard and Midge Lubot 22

Julianne and John Mackey
Cheryl Maynard and J. Anthony Mountain
Beth McCabe and Dean Bornstein
Thomas & Linda McCaffrey
Heidi Meyer-Bothling
Kathryn Moritz
Rosamond Orford
Bill and Carol Ottinger
Pamela L. Parker
David H. Partington
Karyn M. Patno
Elda M. Pessini
Emil and Elaine Pollak
Richard and Jean Pulsifer
Craig and Colleen Racenet 19

Raphel Marketing
Mackenzie Ross
Connie Rossi
Nancy Saidi
Sheafe Satterthwaite
Rodney and Karen Sayles
Bart and Judy Selle
Jerome B. and Diana J. Senturia
Vincent Shanley
John D. and Dianne Shullenberger
Joan C. Smith 2

Leigh and Jean Smith
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum Board of Trustees 3

Neil and Linda Stafford
Suzi and Chip Swanson
Vijay Thadani and Onita Connington
Gary and Deb Thornton
C. Daniel Thurston
Thomas and Dorothy Turek
Rod and Terry Wells 23

Nathalie Wood 2

Michael Wormser
Merle G. Wright
Dan and Mary Wyand
Dianne Wyllie
Barbara Zander 2

Thomas Ziobrowski and Beth Williams

Contributors ($1-99)
Sidney and Marge Achilles
Julia Alvarez and Bill Eichner
Patricia Anderson 2

Armstrong’s Better Hearing Services
Association of Civil Technicians 24

Kathy Bales and Rick Stodola
Connie Beliveau 2

Bruce and Janet Benoit
Brian and Mary Bentley
William and Sharon Biddle 2

Frank Bioty
Joanna Bodenweber and Geoffry Fried
Alan Boye and Linda Wacholder
Louis and Caroline Brach
Carey Brodzinski
Walter and Joanne Burke
Alice Burnham
Robert and Ruth Carlson 2

Cheryl and Eric Greenly
David W. and Patty Coburn 2

Kathleen and Robert Creaser 22

Judy M. Daloz
Mary Jo Davis
Scott Davis 15

Luella M. Demers and Julie Atwater
James Dibble
Richard and Nancy Diefenbach
HTM Conservator Distributions
Robert and Ellie Dixon 22

Thomas and Mary Dole 2
Hunter, Robert and Garrett, Doris 22

Conrad and Theresa Doyon 22

Martin Duffany
Amy Ehrlich and Henry Ingraham
Durward C. and Kay S. Ellis
William and Enid Ellis
John and Ethel Emery
Bob Faling 2

William and Sharon Fitzgerald 2

Harold and Priscilla Flanders 24

Edna Furr
Mary Elizabeth Furr 2

Suzanne Gallagher 26

Robert and Virginia Gammell
Charlie J. and Cindy Gibson
Judy Gilman 22

Mark Giordano 2

Scott and Gena Glidden
Melanie Harding 22

Joan Harlowe
Lydia Harvey 2

Lucille Haworth
Patricia and David Henderson 22

Fritz and Peggy Henry 2

Bryn Hoffman 2

Roberta Horowitz
David Houston
Angelo and Virginia Incerpi
Lauren Jarvi and Lenny Gerardi
Robert J. Jauch
Todd & Natalie Jesdale
Abilgail Johnson 2

Elizabeth L. and Dave Kanell
Bertie Koelewijn and Greg Brown
William and Louise Krieger
Frederic La Croix
Elise Landau
Ann Lawless
Sydney Lea and Robin Barone
Stephen R. Magaw 16

M. Kathleen Manley
Agatha Martland
Timothy and Betsy McKay
Peter and Barbara Miller
Dennis Morel 24

Jean Morris
Patty Mucha
Charles A. Nolin
Kendra Paupst
Robert and Sharon Payeur 24

Peggy Pearl
Don and Pat Pinard 2

Bryon and Janet Quatrini
R.M. and Lorna F. Quimby



Virginia Reed
Gerald W. Reis
David and Nancy Reynolds
Dave and Patti Russell
Christopher and Kathleen Ryan 25

Kathleen R. Scott
Farrell S. and Ewa Seiler
Phil Somers 2

John Spratt 2

Laurel Stanley
Jane A. Stauffer 2

Karl Stein and Judy Carpenter
Laura Stevenson
John M. and Sarah Vowles 29

Barb Walker 2

Carol J. Westinghouse 2

Joan Wollrath 22

Linda Lee Worlow
Deborah Wythe
Thomas and Charlene Zabek
Jill Zamparo

Contributors Key
1   Acorn
2 Adopt A Book
3 Arts and Culture
4 Children/Young Adult Books
5 First Wednesdays
6 Gala
7 GMBA Books
8 Horace Fairbanks Society
9 Poetry Fund
10 Skylight Fund
11 In Honor of Bob Joly
12 In Honor of Richard Lubot
13 In Honor of William J. Mares
14 In Memory of Rita MacPherson Barrett
15 In Memory of Mary Davis
16 InMemory of Brenda S. Dow
17 In Memory of Miss Mabel Fisk
18 In Memory of Sarah K. Handy
19 In Memory of Doug and Dorothy Hunt
20 In Memory of Edward and Cornelia Kitfield
21 In Memory of Mary Anne King
22 In Memory of Barbara Munkittrick
23 In Memory of Our Parents
24 In Memory of Richard Perry
25 In Memory of Francis X. Ryan
26 In Memory of Eleanor Bonney Simons
27 In Memory of William  Stowe through  
 YourCause.com Sponsorship
28 In Memory of Melverda Pierce Stowell
29 In Memory of S.M. Vowles II

Board of Trustees
Edward Behr
Eileen Boland (Secretary)
Elizabeth Emerson
David Giles*
William Graves
Lorraine Impey
Shannon K. Lenzini
Elinor Levy (Chair)
Bill Marshall (Vice Chair)
Kathryn Moritz
Bruce Palmer
Susan Quatrini*
Mary Ellen Reis
Denise Scavitto
Sandra Seidel*
Mary Swainbank
Tom Wales (Treasurer)
Wesley Ward
Brenda Wilkins*
Kurt Zschau
*Retired from Board in 2015

Athenaeum Staff
Bob Joly, Athenaeum Director
Shara McCaffrey, Librarian
Christian Collins, Librarian
Mary Florio, Librarian
Monica Fingerhut, Librarian
Bryn Hoffman, Librarian
Adele West-Fisher, Youth Services Librarian
Sha’an Mouliert, Literacy Outreach Coordinator
Scott Davis, Development Officer
Melanie Fox McGregor, Bookkeeper
Ed Hodsdon, Custodian

Docents
Gloria Bakker
Jose Benitez
Alice Burnham
Paul Brooks
Elaine Garrison
Jeff Gold
Lisa Hantman
Patton Hyman
Elinor Levy
Reeve Lindbergh
Judy Rankin
Margaret Ryan
Ewa Seiler
Lois Ward

Library Volunteers
Nathaniel Atkins
Alice Burnham
Cindy Ely
Cybele Hartman
Gabriel Hatch
Colleen Honea
Evangeline McCann
Louise Rader
Jon Reis
Carol Toles

Friends of the Athenaeum/Secondhand Prose
Marge Achilles
Bud Black
Victor and Cecile Boivin
Stacey Dugan
Jim and Pat Eldridge
Elinor Levy
Reeve Lindbergh
Julianne Mackey
Cindy McCullock
Robert Miille
Richard Nunnally
Darlena Smith
Joan Smith
Ewa Seiler
Irene Trenholme
Debra Wallens-Matte
Lois Ward
Jim and Betsy Zorn

Teen Advisory Board
Cara Benjamin (Library Committee Representative)
Marion Ely (Facilitator)
Angela Kubicke
Colin Lee
Lucas Masure
Zoe Montague
Siniah Yates Moses
Felicity Norko
Jonathan Pollner
Emma Robertson
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Sustained Giving
Sustained Giving is a great way to support 
the Athenaeum with monthly credit  
card gifts. Sustained Giving means the  
Athenaeum receives funding throughout  
the year, so we can put your gifts to use  
right away.  And you have the satisfaction  
of knowing these small monthly gifts add  
up to big support for the Athenaeum!  

Horace Fairbanks Society
The Horace Fairbanks Society honors  
those who have made a gift through their 
estate plans, or who have announced  
their intention to support the Athenaeum  
in their future plans. Supporting the  
Athenaeum in your estate plans is a  
wonderful way to leave a legacy and help 
ensure a strong future for the Athenaeum  
for another 150 years and more. 

My husband and I 
started summering 
in Littleton almost 
50 years ago, and 
quickly discovered 
the Athenaeum.  
We delight in bring-

ing amazed friends to see the wonder 
of it. It is a privilege to think that our 
financial support will help to maintain 
what the we, the town, the board, 
supporters, and staff of the Athenaeum 
so value. 

Where else can we find an institution 
that combines library, art, books, 
poetry, history, and architecture in a 
community far from urban life? We 
are grateful for having the Athenaeum 
in our neighborhood and gladly will 
include it in our wills to perpetuate its 
continued existence.
—Florence Fogelin

For more information on Sustained  
Giving or Planned Giving, please contact 
Development Officer Scott Davis at  
sdavis@ stjathenaeum.org or 
802-748-8291.


